fter detailing the engine compart-
ment, dash, and interion, we've
tinally reached the rear of the

% car. Now it's time to detail our
hardtc:ps trunk. When the project was
debuted —fresh from the paint booth—at last
vears MCA Grand National, we installed
the gas tanl, the taillights, and the rear
bumper so we would have a sealed “storage”
area for our trip to Raleigh-Durham, But
once we retumned from the show, we removed
evervthing from the trunl area so we could
document the detailing properly and not
omit anything.

Although the trunk area is the least seen,
even at a show when the trunk i open, it's
one of the easiest areas to properly detail and
quite possibly one of the

We “Bring Up the 57 ouee.yous cons wil
Rear” of Our Hardiop 5 tcrmined by the tywe

of parts—N Q.5 repop, or

Project With the Help goodused—you choose o
Of CJ Pﬂﬂf Par S  we restored our trunk [a;'td

rear body arca) with

text and photos by Mark Houlahan reproduction parts, and our

30

total was right at $600, Yes,

that sounds like a lot of money for trunk
detailing, but it includes a new Styled Steel
wheel and tire and a new wiring harness. You
can also pul these costs into perspective when
voul consider the cost of a complete interor
restoration.

You may not need all of these items, but
we suggest that if you're completing a full
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Bolting He fuel tank irto place with a mew hardware kit

15 the first step to compleling our frunk detailing. We
sugpes! skipping Me arigingl hardware, since it's vsually
rusted beyond wse, ar missang, and the new hardware kit
is anfy & few boucks. Den't forgef 30 strip caulk sealer
befween the fank and fhe tromk Heor.

restoration, don't skimp on the cost of 2 new
fuel tank. The cost of a new tank is pood
peace of mind when you have all-new fuel
lines, a new fuel pump, and a completely
rebuilt engine all relving on the fuel coming
from that tank. The headaches vou prevent
will most: likely be vour own.

Mext month, we'll build up our V-8 spec
4 fransmission with the help of the tranny
gurus ai Dynamic Eacing Transmissions, while
we keep our fingers crossed on our latest 289
to go to the machine shop. Shorthr afterward,
we'll finish our hardtop's exterior trim applica-
tion and present the 289 engine buildup and
installation for you, hopefully in time for
Sibver Springs 2002 Keep an eve out for
these updates.

wwew, mitstanemonthlv.com




